
ANALYZING A PRIMARY SOURCE







Name: ___________________________________
1. Focus Question: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Title of Source:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________   
3. Type of Primary Source (letter, cartoon, photo?): ___________________________________________________________________________
	5.  WHEN & WHERE

	Place and Time: Where and when was it published?

	Historical Context: What was going on during this event or era/period?


	4. WHO

	Author: background, sex, race, social class, education; What is his/her perspective?

	Audience: Who is the intended audience? 


	6. WHAT: Observations
	Interpret
	Inquire

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE

What I see (images, people, objects, activities, actions, words, phrases, facts, numbers)…
	MEANING

What the objects, words, symbols, etc. mean
	MESSAGE/ARGUMENT

Inferences/conclusions about what the source says or insights it gives.
	QUESTIONS

About the objects, words, symbols, etc.

I wonder…

	
	
	
	


ANALYZING THE MESSAGE OF THE PRIMARY SOURCE 
	7. Identifying the Main Idea 

	Looking at your observations of the primary source, what is the main idea of the source?




	8.  Applying the Source 

	I think I can use this source in my essay because…

or  What claim or thesis can be made? 


9.  WRITING ABOUT THE PRIMARY SOURCE 
______________________________ suggests/shows that __________________________________________ 

         (name, title of source)


                              (WHO? Author, other people, the world)

thought/did/had ___________________________________________________________________________   

 



(WHAT? message regarding a person, place, event, idea) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
because __________________________________________________________________________________
                            (SPECIFIC EVIDENCE in primary source – quotes, statistics, images, etc)

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
10.  CONNECTING THE PRIMARY SOURCE TO THE FOCUS QUESTION
This primary source relates to the focus question because ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

             (summarize how the primary source evidence answers the focus question)
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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